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Family of Sri Malakondayya, 
Smt. Lakshmi Malakondayya 
Sons : Venkatesh, Srinivas, Ramana 




"My h*art blteds whan 1 see humtn sufferinfl' 
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Sri Malakondayya Addressing District Officers and social 
workers regarding cyclone relief in East Godavari. 
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TELUGU DARBHAR OF ELURU falicitating Sri Malakondayya 

(Prajakavi) and the Collector Sri Danam, I, A. S., honouring him 

The Secretary, Sri K. Lakshmaiah, stands by 
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Sri Malakondayya being falicitated as a poet and Red-Cross 
worker at Rajahmundry by Sri Kedareswarudu. 
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Sri Malakondayya being falicitated by Kinnera Art Theatres. 
Chief Guest Sri I. Ramakrishna-Raju^ Minister for Cultural Affairs 

honouring the poet 
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Sri Malakondayya seen with Cine Music Director, Sri Pendyafa 

Nageswara Rao (Chief Guest) and 'Ragasudha' family: 
Mr. Subrahmanyam, Smt. Mani Subrahmanyam, Kumari Padmaja and 
5ri Suresh, who conducted a musical nite of Sri Malakondayya's lyrics. 
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Sri Malakondayya, Secretary, A. P. State Photographic Academy, 

Speaking at its annual function. 

Others seated : His Excellency K. C. Abraham, Governor of A. P., 

Dr. N. Bhagawandas, I. A. S. (Retd.), President and 
Sri K. S. R. Murthy, I. A. S., Treasurer of the Academi 
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Sri Malakondayya, receiving All India Red-Cross Merit Award for 
humanitarian services from Sri V. V. Giri, the then President of India. 









"Niagaras of New Age 



" 









cJ 



O 



v 

J -r, ^ 



- 
(T 



r,c>-. 
oX, 



rou c . 



.X 








*s =~ 



CO 



67 



sS 



o 



IT 

6*/' S ^ 
5 - 



, _ 

c: 

So 



ol 



,-* 

- tJ. 



* o 



o 



cj 



*- 



^?5 i 






71 



^ 



So-dbco 



V' 

/ , 



Sri Maldkondayya's "folk Poetry" 



- J. M. Q1RQLANI, LAS. 



We normally hear of folk-lore, folk-dances and folk-songs. 
Seldom do we hear of "folk-poetry'. We even often hear of 
folk-arts. But, 'folk-poetry' seems to be taboo. Mr. L- Malakon- 
dayya with hs lucid ard simple poetry on contemporary folk 
themes has broken this taboo. In any language, poetry always 
remains a private preserve of the intellectual elite, rather the 
intellectual monopolists. Much more is it so in India where even 
before writing began, ah thought, history and wisdcm was 
clothed in the form of verse, so that the rythm may help memo- 
risation. From then onwards, began the monopoly of all know- 
ledge and literature. When the language of the learned slowly 
becarre mere and more obsolete, the monopoly over poetry 
however increased and the strangte-held on it was maintained 
by using an archaic language distinct from the popular language 
that was used as a general means of verbal communication. 
Ev^i till today, the tradition of using incomprehensible language 
or "elite language" as the language of poetry continues. When 
folk songs broke this monopoly in the early stages of human 
history, the learned pandits distinguished it from poetry by 
giving it the seperate lable of "folk-songs". The credit of 
breaking the monopoly on poetry goes to pioneers like Vemana 
in Teiugu language. In the contemporary literary world of Andhra 
Pradesh, Mr. L. Mslakondayya is one who has emerged as the 
breaker of this monopoly not only as he has choosen simple 
common man's language and idiom for expressing his poetic 
thoughts but also as he has selected popular themes. For the 
traditional pct there is no other iheme for poetry but erotie 
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love, philosophy and mythology and of course the repetitive 
presentation, or rather the distortion, of the beautiful Epics, 
There is yet another field in which Mr. Malakondayya has broken 
the traditional taboos and traditional hold over poetry and 
thought; in doing away with.hsckneyed imagery. A million times 
over, the moon, the flowers and beauty of nature and 
anatomy of woman have been the imagery used by poets clai- 
ming undeserved originality, t may be said to the credit of 
Mr. Malakondayya that he has discarded this practice and 
resorted to original and fresh imagery for his poems. In fact, he 
has set himself free from the yoke of imagery itself; for thought 
and feeling need not always dapend on imagery for effective 
and lucid expression. Even to-day, atleast in India, poetry has 
become a slave of imagery snd continues to be so in the eyes 
of the learned literary critics who cannot jump out of their tra- 
ditional literary skin. Mr. Malakondayya has shown that the 
same effect that imagery creates, can be created by patterns 
of thought woven together in meaningful form to present their 
own inherent imagery without having to borrow it from outside 
through metaphor or simile -- which is all that imagery has been 
reduced to by most of the poets. 

I have had occasion to read Mr. Malakcndayya's poetry 
right from the very beginning of his poetic career; of course 
with the help of learned frrnds, in view of my handicap of not 
being too well-versed in Telugu. With their help and with his 
own help, 1 have also had occasion to translate some of his 
poems into English. 

Mr. Malakondayya's poetry deals with life as it is, norias 
it was or as ought to be; and in that sense it can be called 
existentialist. Even his philosophical poems pulsate with life- 
He is concerned more with man than with abstract or natural phe- 
nomena.He is not a dreamer but at the same time he is not purblind 
like most of the dreamers who having eyesjsee no tjthe beautiful 
panorama of life and its events. He does not have to look at 
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the moon and stars to find beauty. He can find.it in little hill-str- 
eams or in a pending file. As Jiddu. Krishnamurthy -has said, 
everything in life is beautiful if only you can see and feel it 
'ntensely. His love is not based on the libido. His love is univer- 
sal which arises out of his capacity to see beauty in the every 
day things and experiences of life which he can watch and see 
with the keenness of a child. For him, everything is a disco- 
very, indetd.he discovers new meaning and new feeling in the 
mundane facts and artifacts of Jife. .He is indeed a poet who 
treads this world with his. eyes, ears, senses and his mind's 
windows wide open to receive all the messages that keep 
vibrating around these sensitive antanea at every step. 

He is not one of those who write poetry to impress anyone 
with is er uditton, nor is he one who would writ^ . poetry to be 
eounted a!r*ong the great. He writes poetry to^give expression 
to feelings that arise within him through an Intensive observa- 
tion ef men araTraatters, events and non-events, happenings 
ami occasions, as he also observes illusions and hallucinations 
make a t&ockery of man's reason- 3 In that respect^his poetry is 
really an inter-action within 1 fumseTf , 'an interaction of his 

' *."> *,.""'- 

heart with his senses and his mind. Hence his poetry is essen- 
tially tintversel and strikes a chord ih'\fel heart of .every reader 
wtio sees things in a similar light but is irihibttated from expre- 
ssing himself, either by the tyranny of tradition or for mere 
lade of expression. 



I remember that no greater 'tribute couW have been paid to 
hhn than by an old illiterate villager who'happened to listen to 
Ms posms as hs was reeling ih&ea in :a ; a.Q a^fpiecKi When the 

:"" .,-,''" .' ' ' i- ''-'.' -. ;^_ '. */- ' - " ^' >*"':".'' 

car was p^ked n^r a r^il way ^s^ossiftg ^piing tpc th^ gate to 
$ W poems that 

rigfit icito ,|he|||^^ft^p^M, stopped reading, 





talakondayya is ''Poetry in a Car 1 '. 
s^htoneoirsly, sometimes while travb- 
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Sri Malakondayya along with the members of the Photograph 

Academi and local tribals, participating in their "Saffari" at 

"Papil Hills 1 ' on Godavari Banks, East Godavari District 



King in a car, some times in a plane, som* times in a trgin. He 
does not need the aid of wine or women to inspire him to write 
ppetiy, for the inspiration is within him and nesds no. external 
sttmulae. In fact-, the distinction between poetry .and Dnose is 

', - "I. "" . '" '. ' '' ' \ ' [ ' '' f- ' -' I ' > #:'lS ' ' 'I FJ * *' ^ T*~"'T* ' ' ' 
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artd Int^ftettSiEif *i^Xn*; "$ * s ."P^t a differj^np^ in 
^g tiff IfereHce Id content, cfepth^ ind ^puEce- In 
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ny ffprolSe is; tndeed poetry and a greflt^deaLof 
: rvb tffflrfent ^frbnS P^seOud^^^ 
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has been a pioneer of -popularf^betiV" "folk-poetry^. 



: Ma|aton^a^a,is ^sentialiv^ a^m^n <jff^ ^jiSdn^ ertdf not 
s^a mam&f atitiort he ^(^ ^lievt ffi%^Jifer Q x>f 

^ ^ , ^ _^ ;. . ^. - : -r s .." ; ' - if *~ v - ' -fe f / - ^ !r r / ^' "I . 

,; withcftJt %Ki^ uif^fpe^ii^^^ig^ .and wiflw^fc arjy 
unnecessary packaging material" If action is his philosophy his 
poetry reflects this philosophy. But r apart from being a man 6f 
action, Mr. Malakondayya is essentially also a man of compa- 
ssion. You can see this compassion in his poems. His compa- 
ssion is not that of a revolutionary or a radical which will shed 
blood to wipe tears or shed tea^s to wipe Wood. His compass- 
ion is ather of the type of the good Samaritan, ft is where 
action and compassion in a man form a harmonious blend. In 
his poetry too you can see the same blend. His poetry is an 
authentic reflection of his own philosophy and personality. 

Mr. Malakondayya is not an ascetic, not even a votary of 
temperance. In f act, there is a bit of an epicurean in him end 
therefore hit poetry has no pessimism in it. It has optimism in 
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it. But he Is not an Aurobindo who believet that man is 
going to become a superman nor is he a prophet of Doom 
behaves that mankind will wither away into .oblivion or end 
.rrhefMIres. He believ.s in the dynamism of .man and his 
a ref .ct ( on of this belief. You will not frnd in h the 

^ ^'' Ch the Urdu "* Persia 

of hate that the revolutionary .< 

one who takes lifers it comes, with its joys and 
mterwined. He ooe* not po^tify^t does fee. 




.., ...,,. , , w* noipoBwiy.jjot jfloes foe for that 
matter. ,pr each any licentious Ub*ra4isTO. : He -observes ahrt 
coffl^ts on whathe e^es, ^Sanja^did.^. D^SSTahSJ 
the-hwemngs on Kurukshatra^ wlt,h^ n^S^ 
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Sri Malakondayya, with the then Governor of A. P. 

Sri Khandhubhai Desai, on receipt of State Red-Cross Gold Medal 

for humanitarian service as Collector, Karimnagar 
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Sri. & Smt. L Malakondayya, on his taking over charge as Collector 
and District Magistrate, East Godavari with the out-going Collector, 

Sri P. S. Krishnan and Mrs. Krishnan 
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Iranian Officers undergoing training in Community Development 

with Sri L. Malakondayya, when he was the principal. 

Orientation and Study Centre, Rajendranagar. 
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Sri Bhavanam Venkatram, Minister for Education, releasing a poetry 
book of Sri L Malakondayya, Sri Avula Sambasiva Rao, Chief Justice 
of High Court of A. P., presiding, also seen Sri DevutapafH 

Ramanuja Rao. 
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Dr. Bezwada Gopala Reddy, releasing 'Manishiki Manishi', 

poetry book, written by Sri Malakondayya, who is seen reliting his 

poetry. Others sitting are DevulapaHi Ramanuja Rao, 

Dr. Dasarathi and Dr. Bhoyi Bheemanna. 
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Sri Malakondayya presenting tiger cubs (caught during 
his Shikari as Collector, East Godavari) to the 

Nehru Zoological Park 



o. 



t 







It 



^ 

' cO 



CO 



'CO 



rj 



<X 






e 



ot^r ; 60.^10: 



< 



C7 



U ^ 



co 






CO 



-^ i 



CO - 



t> 



o 



co co 



o 







ul 



** 






121 



v 

s 





53 --J 



0! 







ol 



o 



oi 



e3> 






OJ 



s; 



1 ^Sa 



, 

- 



L 



. 



c* 









2J 



"? 
M 



ere 
b 



U'. O 



CO 



o, 



o 






ES^Q t 



soo 



124 










1)6 



j 



I 



PESO 






r 



CO CO 



CO 



e; 



Ci } 



i 

L 



126 



'ss e&o& 






co 



oc. 



c; 







ar 



, Q 



6 KIT 



C 




129 





co 



B 



| 



Si 



< 











o^p^S 

Ow w 





, c&o.ob., so.<a 



() 

f 

p.G. Dip. Naples, G.R. 



, 

L 



u 



Si 



o e;t\ 



Sbt 



2' on 









o 




131 



An 



i 

L 



i, 



J 



i 

U 



3 



o 



rOO S 



a 



i 




132 




i -3 




di 



u 



c 






ol 



C3 

)0 
CO 



CO 
















t W^ 



133 







: 53rT 



i 

L 



n 






ex, 



n 



o 



> 

ol 63 



L 



cO tO 



) 



foocl 



~ 



\W C^J 



( 



C3 2) 




135 






) 



) 



i 5& 



116 




OJ 





ex. 



, 

L 



N 




o 




137 






A. 
ww 



M 



> 



u 



V 



C-f iz 



<3 



CO 



d 



S3 



138 




cOoJ 








u 



n 



ci 



a) 



dbf, 5)3 



o 






o.- 



I) 



CO l ^- 




1 39 




6 






e 



.Aw 



140 





J 



. Q 



o o, 



141 



-',_' V 

*, -j_ U cj 



o 




142 





ol 



OJ 



CX, 



co 



co 






143 




> 



a 



> 



144 




I 5^"^ 



5 si 



r 



eJ 






145 






A 



J 







14& 




^ 



e: 



2) 






J . 



u 



r> 






147 



o 



r 



to 



a 



S. 




148 








Q 




o 






e 



O 



ISO 








? I.A.S. 



L 










Xri 



00/^6 



^=5*3 










1949-'50 



e)^ <Peftot& 



U 







1.51 




&>*>ooo. 

cl d 






o 



h \ 

* I 













i 








1865-68 






A 







152 





? f g 

\ 

(, s 



o 



J 







; 

CT 




r s' 





ssaas 




153 



L. 






(73 



CO 



> 



S3 198 







CJ 



) 




n 



sr-A 



'35" 




^ i 



154 



oJ 



) 




I.A.S. ^5)?5d); 
iSs^i'K&s 

L 



u 



a 



24 ^0^53, sSpo^c^dCi^ sS^sSx) 48 







L_ 

(I) 

^^ 



^ coa. )6 j 

aL u fJ <x 



L ol <s> 



155 



estf 




C\>O <*J 

ct 

E 





&K 

*j rJ 



3. 

85 



156 



S&olsb- 

^w' 



eJQ 



e> 






Q 






c/ ol 



o 






L e> 






e 



a 








tsd&tf 




3fi"[_ 



55 




^* 



i 

U. 



j 

L. 






CO 



58 







1969 d a.S' 



O. 



i 



? V. V. 
" 



o 



rs- 



1971-72 






6 



o o 




100 





Ji 




i ' 

L o 



5000 




159 



sToSS, 0*23 o;o; ^^ V F 



o 



L. 



1969^ 3$ ^S^^i^ fi^i ^230^0 



o 



cc 




". - * 



160 



ru 



olb^ 


















fo 



rr 



S5000/-0) 



" 



CO 



1200 



2) 



/ 






A 



161 



CJ 



O 



v CO *J 

^AJ^bo ^6^^\ 

/) SSj^S^o^^i^rT 1 ^ 

ej ^-^ & 




no 



162 



o 



c? 




s-ocSato 



L 







153 



CD 






:d;2" 5^ 3 C 
. *~- > 



E> 



SATIRE 



^t 



OC G't> O . ^ 

' Satire-the term applied to any, 
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He is original to th3 core. His Ufa is his knife which cuts very 
deep into the present day complex so'cist/-. end exposes the 
wound, the problem, 
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